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Marilyn Manson isn't the only rocker who has paid a price for 
endeavoring to be outrageous. Just ask Shane Bugbee, the 


promoter of the now-legendary Expo of the Extreme. 


The day after last year's show at the Congress Theatre, Bugbee's landlord politely but 
firmly asked him to move. The man had read about the daylong festival and he decided 


that he didn't want to rent to someone who had bragged of throwing the wildest rock 'n' 


roll party Chicago has ever seen. 


"After that I was living in a U-Haul truck for three days, looking for a new place to 
live," Bugbee says, laughing. (Time heals all wounds.) "It took me six months to 


regroup. I'd lost a heck of a lot of money on the show, but I pulled it off." 


Now Bugbee is back promoting Expo of the Extreme I] at the Riviera Theatre, and it's 


bigger, better and wilder (or at least trying to be) than ever. 


"I was never gonna do it again," the 30-year-old promoter says. "But so many people 
got a hold of me who went to the first show that I started thinking about it. I got 


probably 300 letters and a lot of good reviews, and I kept hearing from a lot of bands." 


Last time Bugbee had never promoted a show on such a large scale, and he barely 
knew what he was doing. This time he has a history and a knowledgeable partner, 
promoter Barry Waterman. But his approach is still more akin to that of a gung-ho fan 


than a cold and calculating businessman. 


"I'm friends with every band on this bill," Bugbee says. "I went after everyone I 
wanted and wrote them really heartfelt letters. I got ahold of them personally and just 
asked if they'd be up for doing something like this." And an impressive number of 


artists said yes. 


The first day of Expo II kicks off at 3:30 p.m. May 21. Highlights of the lineup include 
Lungbrush, Texas Terri ("the female Iggy Pop"), 7000 Dying Rats, Impaler, former 
Ramones drummer Marky Ramone (he'll be speaking and presenting a side show), 
Hatebreed, the Dropkick Murphys and headliner Motorhead, touring in support of a 


solid new live album. 


The May 22 show starts at 11:30 a.m. with a spoken-word performance by Jello Biafra, 
former leader of the Dead Kennedys and punk's leading free-speech crusader. 
("Without him I wouldn't be doing this," Bugbee says.) Other performers include 
Doppleganger, Morphine Angel, Necrophilia, Orgy With Pigs, the Norwegian black 
metal band Satyricon, High on Fire (which features members of Sleep), the Misfits 
tribute band Devil Lock, legendary punk pranksters the Dwarves and 
theElectricHellfireClub. 


Topping it all off: the notorious Genitorturers, whose generic thrash is distinguished by 


an elaborate stage show that features body piercing and S & M rituals. 


The emcee both nights will be Dana Plato, the child star from "Diff'rent Strokes." "I've 
been obsessed with her forever," Bugbee says. "When I heard she was doing topless 
revues in Vegas, I went out there looking for her to interview her for my fanzine 


(Chicago at Night)." Plato will introduce the bands and sign autographs. 


Bugbee admits that he was a little nervous to be throwing a party billed the Expo of the 
Extreme in the wake of renewed media scrutiny of outrageous music and its impact on 
teens. He points out that his shows are restricted to fans 18 and over, and they have a 
strict curfew requiring them to end at | a.m. But like many in the hard-rock 


community, he sees loud music as a cathartic outlet. 


"To blame entertainment for the violence in society is why 20 more kids will blow up 
20 more schools," Bugbee says. "They've got to find out why these kids are so angry. 


And if they want pictures of daisies, they should start planting them." 


The Expo isn't the only extreme show in the area this summer. Bugbee got his start as a 
promoter working on the annual Milwaukee Metal Fest, but he split with promoter 
Jack Koshick several years ago. "It's unfortunate that I had to work on it and learn all 
the stuff behind the scenes," he says. "It's like working in the kitchen of your favorite 


restaurant, and then you can never eat there again." 


For my money, Metal Fest remains America's premier showcase for death metal and 
black metal, the true heart of the heavy-metal underground. The 13th annual show is 
scheduled for 4 p.m. to 1 a.m. July 30 and 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. July 31 at the scenic 


Eagles Auditorium in Milwaukee. 


This year's headliners: Machine Head, Morbid Angel and Cradle of Filth. Other bands 
include the Misfits, Earth Crisis, Jungle Rot, Living Sacrifice, Internal Bleeding and 
Dying Fetus. Groups are coming from Russia (Mental Home), Japan (Defiled), Greece 
(Rotting Christ), Norway (Twin Obscenity), Brazil (Krisiun), Holland (Centurian), 
Mexico (Chasm) and Sweden (Witchery). (Hey, guys, here's an ad slogan: Milwaukee's 
Metal Fest, Bringing the World Together Better ThantheUnitedNations.) 


Tickets for Metalfest XIII are $50 for a two-day pass or $30 for single-day admission. 
Call (312) 559-1212, phone the hotline at (414) 225-9060 or check out 


www.metalfest.com. 


Tickets for the Expo of the Extreme II are $25 in advance, $30 at the door. To charge 
tickets, call (773) 847-7100. For details, call (312) 409-3600. 


Motorhead is the opening-night headliner on May 21 for Expo of the Extreme. Last 


year's inaugural event was billed as Chicago's wildest rock 'n' roll party. 
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